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Christmas Star (A Holiday Fanfare)

By Randall D. Standridge

Program Notes

| love Christmas.

The lights, the gatherings, the music, the general sense that for a little while, the world slows down just enough for us to enjoy
it. But if  had to pick one tradition that | love the most, it would be decorating the Christmas tree. Every ornament has a story. Some
are old. Some are new. Some are meaningful. Some are... a little questionable. But they all find a place on the tree. And at the very
end, there is that one final moment.

Putting the star on top.

Christmas Star is my attempt to capture that feeling in music. This high-energy holiday fanfare weaves together a variety of
familiar seasonal melodies, including Joy to the World, Deck the Halls, We Three Kings, Ukrainian Bell Carol, O Tannenbaum, and
more. Each tune appears like an ornament, adding color and character as the piece builds. And then, at the climax, we arrive at
the “star of wonder” section from We Three Kings. That moment serves as the musical tree topper, shining above everything that
came before it. This piece is meant to be joyful, festive, and just a little bit nostalgic. Whether it opens your concert or brings it to a
close, | hope it captures a bit of that magic we all feel during the holiday season. Because at the end of it all, after the decorations
are up and the music is playing, sometimes the most meaningful moments are the simplest ones.

Peace, Love, and Music - Randall

Rehearsal suggestions

-The tempo of this work is critical to its character. When planning your preparation, make sure to allow time for proper technical
development to achieve the written tempos, lest the work come off as “boring.”

-Dynamics should be noticeable and taken to extremes.

-Percussion should be on the higher end of dynamic balance. Do not hide them.

About the Composer

Randall Standridge (b.1976) received his Bachelor's of Music Education from Arkansas State
University. During this time, he studied composition with Dr. Tom O'Connor, before returning to
Arkansas State University to earn his Master's in Music Composition, studying with Dr. Tom
O'Connor and Dr. Tim Crist. In 2001, he began his tenure as Director of Bands at Harrisburg High
School in Harrisburg, Arkansas. He left this post in 2013 to pursue a career as a full-fime composer
and marching arts designer.

Mr. Standridge's music is performed internationally. He has had numerous works selected for
the J.W. Pepper's Editor's Choice list. His compositions Snake Charmer, Gently Blows the Summer
Wind, and Angelic Celebrations have been included in the "Teaching Music Through
Performance in Band" series, and he has had numerous works performed at the prestigious
Midwest Clinic in Chicago, lllinois. The Arkansas State University Wind Ensemble premiered his
work Art(isms) at the 2010 CBDNA conference in Las Cruces, New Mexico, and his work
Stonewall: 1969 was premiered at the National LGBA conference in 2019. His works Stonewall:
1969, unBroken, and Animation (Episode 1: WABBIT!), have all been recognized as honorable
mentions for the American Prize in Composition, and his Symphony no.1: A Ghost Story was
premiered in 2023 and was awarded 3rd Place in the American Prize for Composition in 2025. In
addition, Mr. Standridge's "unBroken Project," a musical initiative about mental health, has
received widespread acclaim for its musical content and for providing opportunities to
normalize discussions about mental health for music students and audiences.

In addition to his career as a composer, Mr. Standridge is the owner and chief editor of Randall Standridge Music, LLC, and
Grand Mesa Marching. He is in demand as a composer, conductor, clinician, and arranger/designer for the marching arts. He lives
in Jonesboro, Arkansas, with his husband, Steven, and their very, very spoiled pets.




26 COUNTY ROAD 472 - JONESBORO, AR 72404
870-558-5035 - randallstandridgemusic@gmail.com

PERMISSION TO PHOTOCOPY AND PERMISSION FOR DIGITAL USAGE (RESTRICTIONS APPLY)
Concert work: Christmas Star (A Holiday Fanfare) (Standard edition, RSMC118)

This document grants the organization/entity that purchased this work the right o create photocopy reproductions of
the parts for use in rehearsal and performance of this work. The organization may create digital copies of the parts for
sole distribution to its active members. The following regulations and restrictions must be followed; failure to comply will
result in prosecution by Randall Standridge Music under United States and International copyright law. For legal
permission, signatures by the director and a school/organization administrator are required below.

Please read and initial all of the following statements. Initialing each line constitutes an understanding and agreement
to the terms listed. Without initials and signatures, this document is null and void, along with all rights granted therein.

Randall Standridge Music retains all rights to the musical composition. Purchase of the work grants the
purchaser the rights listed in this document, but does not constitute a surrender of ownership by Randall Standridge
Music. Randall Standridge Music may void this agreement at any time should the purchasing party violate the
regulations. Any arranging rights for other ensembles (marching band, etc...) require a separate licensing agreement.
Please contact us for details.

This work is licensed solely for use by the purchasing organization/entity. This work, in part or in whole, may not
be shared with a third party, such as other schools or organizations.

Purchase of this work grants the purchasing organization/entity the following rights
-The right to copy parts and to create digital copies of said parts.
-The right to distribute both physical and digital copies to performers (see restrictions below)
-The right to rehearse and perform the work with members of the purchasing organization/entity.
-The right to create not-for-profit audio and video recordings and display them on websites, social media, etc.

The following restrictions apply and must be followed. Any violation renders this document null and void, along
with all rights granted therein.

-Performers may be supplied with access to their part ONLY. No performer should have access to all parts.

-Digital copies may not be made available via websites or links that may be accessed by the general public.
Randall Standridge Music conducts weekly internet searches for our products. Any such links or websites found
disseminating our music will be investigated and prosecuted under United States and International copyright law. This
applies to both purchasing organizations/entities AND their performers.

-The right to copy parts does NOT extend to scores. Separate scores must be purchased if required.

The purchasing organization/entity acknowledges that composers of musical works depend on the income of
said works for their livelihood and careers. By purchasing this music, you are acting as a patron for the composer and
are very much appreciated.
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